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The invitation which the Fondazione Romualdo Del 
Bianco received in April 2006 from Prof. Andrzej To-
maszewski to participate in the 1st Conference of the 
ICOMOS International Scientific Committee on Theory 
and Philosophy of Conservation and Restoration in Cra-
cow, channeled the activities of the Foundation towards 
the ideas reflected in the philosophy “Beyond Tourism”, 
“Life Beyond Tourism” with the Learning Communities, 
which were also presented in the recent publication 
World Heri tage SITES for DIALOGUE.

In Cracow we realised – with a certain surprise – that 
Prof. Andrzej Tomaszewski considered it appropriate to 
involve the Foundation to work with the above men-
tioned ICOMOS Committee, of which he had been ap-
pointed the first President. Prof. Tomaszewski was well 
aware that we were not conservators and that we did 
not belong to the world of science. He also knew very 
well that the Foundation was born as a study and re-
search center upon the will of a Florentine Hotel Com-
pany that for 17 years had been operating in Florence in 
order to contribute to intercultural dialogue with young 
people from countries of the former Soviet Union and 
Soviet Bloc.

Professor Tomaszewski never forgot that the intention 
of the Foundation was to encourage young people from 
different countries to live together in dialogue with her-
itage. Thus, he realised that since 1991 the Foundation 
was exploring and actively attempting to find a new way 
of doing tourism, an alternative to tourism of services 
and consumption, which was worrying him because he 
saw that tourism was also consuming heritage. 

This invitation was perceived as a strong commitment 
by the Foundation and its President, exactly because of 
the love and affection transmitted by this great Profes-
sor. I will never forget his words when, one day, together 
with the Secretary General of the Foundation, we met in 
the lobby of a hotel in Rome and after I presented to him 
the idea of “Life Beyond Tourism” to my great surprise he 
told me: “Paolo, you are a humanist, an idealist and a ro-
mantic”. These words, on the one hand, were pleasant to 
hear for me, but on the other, worried me a lot because 
I am also an entrepreneur and, consequently, responsible 

for the wellbeing of many employees and their families. 
On the one hand all these employees, along with all the 
suppliers, maintenance personnel, professionals, etc., 
like myself, work thanks to the heritage of Florence, but 
on the other hand none of us expresses the gratitude to 
the Florentine cultural heritage, which is our true em-
ployer in the morning, before starting our day.

In the10 years between 2006 and 2016 the Foun-
dation’s work assumed an ever stronger shape, having 
started with the Professor Tomaszewski’s concern about 
the combination of such factors as “tourism”, “consump-
tion”, “heritage” and its “conservation”. With the ethos 
“Life Beyond Tourism”, the Foundation proposed a new 
commercial offer, exactly combining heritage, travel and 
dialogue on and for our planet. On the World Heritage 
sites the school for the dialogue among cultures is born 
as a result of the discovery of the cultures of our planet, 
for the growth of international community in peaceful 
coexistence, knowledge and respect for diversity, for 
a conscious autonomous conservation of local heritage 
and for a conscious respect of the environment.

The ethos “Life Beyond Tourism” was presented for 
the first time in Baku in 2007, and was further support-
ed by ICOMOS, first in Quebec in 2008 and then with 
the signing of Memorandum of Collaboration in 2013. 
ICOMOS has also tested the model “Life Beyond To-
urism” in the course of its General Assembly in 2014. To 
date, 109 institutions and universities have signed the 
memorandum of collaboration “Life Beyond Tourism”.

The recent 18th Assembly of the International experts 
of the Foundation has stimulated the publication of re-
search in the book World Heritage SITES for DIALOGUE; 
published in three languages, Italian, English and Russian.

The considerations, focused on by the Foundation, 
includes the opportunities provided by the richness of 
multicultural presences in UNESCO World Heritage sites 
and the consequent responsibility of these sites in pro-
moting dialogue among cultures. 

The intention is to disseminate these conclusions and 
ideas among at least 100,000 visitors to Florence, guests 
of the Florentine hotel company, in order to encourage 
in them to make a clear distinction between:
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• travelling for services and consumption, and 
• travelling for dialogue among cultures on/for this 

our planet in full globalisation, which is crying out 
for knowledge, awareness and respect for cultural 
diversity and environment.

In the publication World Heritage SITES for DIALOGUE, 
it is underlined that the 1972 UNESCO Convention on the 
Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage 
has the opportunity and strength to support the promo-
tion of 2003 UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding 
of Intangible Cultural Heritage and 2005 Convention on 
the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural 
Expressions, and – as these two, in their turn, promote 
the Convention of 1972 – creating awareness and reduc-
ing the risks of heritage destruction in times of conflicts. 
World Heritage Sites, due to the abundant presence of 
visitors belonging to various cultures, should not miss the 
opportunity to promote intercultural dialogue explicitly 
assuming this responsibility in their management plans.

In synthesis:
• after the fall of the Berlin Wall 1989,
• after the fall of the twin towers 2001,
• after the UNESCO 2003 Convention, 
• after the UNESCO 2005 Convention, 

we should not only protect and enhance the herit-
age, of UNESCO World Heritage Sites but also encourage 
its fruition for dialogue among cultures: “World Heritage 
Sites for Dialogue” 

The confirmation of this are: 
• the proclamation by the UNESCO Director General 

Irina Bokova – on 23.08.2013 – of the 2013–2022 
decade for the rapprochement of cultures, 

• the proclamation by the UN of 2017 year of “Sustain-
able Tourism for Development”,

• the First World Conference on Tourism for Develop-
ment – Beijing 18–19 May 2016. 

Therefore, this publication encourages the travel 
of values, which is, therefore, a commercial offer not 
limited only to tourist services. This offer includes en-
couraging, territories to be aware of their potential in 
relation to the international community and enhance 
the art of hospitality as well as teaching the art of dia-
logue, appreciation of diversity and respect for the en-
vironment and stimulate the thirst for knowledge in the 
traveler:
• not egocentric tourism (cultural tourism for my cul-

ture, sport tourism for my physical shape, thermal 
tourism for my welfare, etc.) is desired, 

• but instead an altruistic journey, in which everyone 
involved offers consciously his or her time and mon-
ey for the travel that favours the development of in-
ternational community in peaceful coexistence and 
in respect for the environment; they lend themselves 
to listening and training, and thus become part of the 
Movement “Life Beyond Tourism”.

With this commercial offer, a new worldwide competi-
tion has been opened based on alternative ethics for the 

benefit of the international community on the planet we 
all share. 

The ethos “Life Beyond Tourism” has led to its practi-
cal application by virtue of:
• its model,
• the Movement “Life Beyond Tourism”,
• learning communities of the movement formed by 

those who believe in their participation for foster-
ing dialogue among cultures (residents, travelers, 
providers of services onsite, cultural institutions, in-
termediaries, public authorities and administrations, 
research centers on market trends, education institu-
tions, designers that structurally respond to market 
needs (Manifesto FRDB 2008 paragraph 9),

• the certification of being part of the Movement. 
The Conclusions of the Conference of the 18th Gen-

eral Assembly of the Foundation were presented and ap-
proved in the presence of the most prominent world in-
stitutions in the field of cultural heritage and travel, such 
as ICCROM, ARC-WH Arab Regional Centre for World 
Heritage, UNWTO, UNESCO, ICOMOS; these conclusions 
have been reported in the publication World Heritage 
SITES for DIALOGUE.

The Foundation makes an ethos available for the 
international community with the title “Life Beyond 
Tourism”. The model for its application on territory, its 
manual, and its platforms online offer accreditation of 
membership in the “Life Beyond Tourism” Movement 
and the respective certification of quality for dialogue 
among cultures.

Together with affiliated international experts, the 
Foundation intends to concentrate its efforts on teaching 
and training activities on “Life Beyond Tourism” with the 
help of the International Institute Life Beyond Tourism, 
thus continuing its research aims.

In Florence, during the 19th General Assembly of the 
Foundation, in March 2017, an annual conference was 
held, titled World Heritage Sites for Intercultural Dialogue 
on/for the Planet we all Share-2017 “Smart Travel, Smart 
Achitecture and Heritage Conservation for Dialogue”.

In this occasion the Foundation:
• invited Tour Operators and ETOA (European Tour 

Operator Association) because they also influence 
the landscape with their business decisions, for their 
deep involvement, and 

• presented a first example of project that NASA 
brought to our attention named “OpenSmartCity” 
web app which aims to provide mayors with innova-
tive tools for landscape and city management. 

We are open to new proposals for improving the 
health of our planet. 

The intention is to encourage more and more syner-
gies between the world of research and the world of 
practice, as Prof. Andrzej Tomaszewski asked us to do.

Special thanks to Prof. Andrzej Tomaszewski who, with 
his confidence and his informal invitation, enriched the 
path of our lives which has been forged by this research.  
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