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 Pre-Hispanic walkscapes in Medellín, Colombia 

Juan Alejandro Saldarriaga Sierra
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A common theory about the city of Medellin and many 
other cities founded in colonial times by the Spanish em-
pire in Colombia is that they were built on a tabula rasa, 
or on seemingly untouched sites. However, the fact is 
increasingly clear, that the urban development of this 
area was established on a previously built environment 
fashio ned by aboriginal cultures, in which roads and 
modified landscapes were highlighted. The study below 
is based on historical chronicles, that were confronted 
with colonial and republican maps, as well as with pho-
tographs of the nineteenth and twentieth century, to 
support the idea that this city was built on an existing 
network of Amerindian roads, which once structured a 
dispersed though relatively dense urban settlement.

1. Landscape and walkscape

When dealing with the pre-Hispanic cultures of the area, 
we prefer not to use the term landscape, because we do 
not know if such a concept existed in their vocabulary. 
We choose the term “walkscape”, invented by Francesco 
Careri, because walking is perhaps the first expression 
of landscape, which existed long before the birth of this 
concept in Europe.1 We also use the term “walkscape”, 
because roads are one of the most important historical 
traces from pre-Hispanic cultures, found in this area of 
the Americas. Although the best known road in South 
America is the great Inka road, it seems that road net-
works were common across the whole continent, even 
in what today is considered untouched forest in the 
Amazon, like those of the Kuikuru in Brazil.2 In his pione-
ering study of the Inka road, John Hyslop suggests that it 
crossed South America, from Santiago de Chile up to the 
border between Ecuador and Colombia, where one can 

1  “Before the Neolithic era, and thus before the menhirs, the only 
symbolic architecture capable of modifying the environment was 
walking, an action that is simultaneously an act of perception and 
creativity, of reading and writing of the territory”; Careri 2002: 50. 
About the birth of the landscape, see: Berque 1995; Maderuelo 2007.

2  Heckenberger et al. 2008. 

find evidence of the Inka system of economic exchange.3 
The distinctive traces of this road system, besides tem-
poral associations, are the tampu, or tambo in Spanish, 
which are storage complexes and roadside lodgings, lo-
cated normally a day’s walk from each other, and built 
with the fine Inka masonry.4 

Following Cristóbal Vaca de Castro’s (1492–1566) 
chronicles, Hyslop explains that “the Inka tampu system 
of roadside lodgings was reestablished in part by Spanish 
colonial authorities” and that “the meaning of the word 
seems to have become very generalised in the Spanish 
colonial period, and came to signify any place where one 
could sleep and/or keep things”.5 This may be the case 
in Colombia, where the word tambo is widely used, but 
where there is no historical evidence of this Inka eco-
nomic system. Nevertheless, there is plain knowledge of 
pre-Hispanic roads, from the southern Colombian Andes 
to the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta.6 An example that 
has survived more than any other in the country is the 
ancestral territory of the Kogui Culture in the Sierra Ne-
vada de Santa Marta, where one can find roads compa-
rable to those of the Incas, in what archaeologists have 
called an “anthropogenic landscape”7 (Fig. 1). 

3  As Jenkins explains, this economic system was based on what he 
calls “staple finance”, which meant that: “all resources were held 
by a ruling elite, the Inka. Local access to land, water, and other 
resources was granted in exchange for local labor, which produced 
surplus subsistence goods on state-owned lands. Individual com-
munities and individual households within them were allowed to 
maintain their own productive self-sufficiency, provided that they 
participated in the mit’a, the system of rotating labor that generat-
ed state surpluses [...]. In this system, local descent groups (ayllus) 
were obligated to provide each year a quota of adult males from 
their communities for state projects. […] mit’a, involved traveling 
far from one’s community to farm, mine, weave, build roads, or par-
ticipate in other state-oriented activities”; Jenkins 2001: 657–659. 

4  “The sources reiterate a number of point: tampu were a day’s walk 
apart; they were served by the mit’a labor of nearby communities, 
they lodged individual travelers and groups travelling on state busi-
ness; they had storage facilities where food, fodder, firewood, and 
other commodities (clothing, arms, etc.); Hyslop 1984: 275.

5  Hyslop 1984: 276.
6  Cardale de Schrimpff (eds) 2000.
7  About the Kogui, see Oyuela-Caycedo 2008. 
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Medellin, and its Aburrá valley, although it was not an 
important center of the Chibcha world before the Colony, 
was related with its surroundings by a dense network of 
roads.8 Chronicles of soldiers, like the one from Pedro 
Cieza de Leon (1520–1554), who accompanied the mar-
shal Jorge Robledo in his expeditions, describe many of 
these roads, and a landscape where large buildings are 
described as “small hills”:

“All these regions have very wild and frightening mountains. 
Near here, they say, there lies that greatness and wealth of 
Dabaybe, that is mentioned so frequently in Tierra Firme. On 
the other side of this valley, Nutibara is the lord; he has other 
Indians as neighbors, who are settled in further valleys called 
Nore, which are very fertile and abundant. In one of them the 
city of Antiochia is now located. Formerly there was an intense 
settlement in these valleys, which we can see because of their 
buildings and graves, which are many and highly visible, be-
cause they are so large that they look like small hills”.9 

Cieza also reports that this territory was populated 
with “many large houses made of wood, and covered 
with long straw. All the fields are rich in all the food they 
use.”10 Jorge Robledo in 1540 noted that the indigenous 
also possessed “very large handmade water channels”.11 

  8  About the Chibcha world, see Hoopes 2005.  
  9  Todas estas comarcas son montañas muy bravas y muy temero-

sas. Cerca de aquí dicen que está aquella grandeza y riqueza del 
Dabaybe, tan mentada en Tierra Firme. Por otra parte deste valle, 
donde es señor Nutibara, tiene por vecinos otros indios, que están 
poblados en unos valles que se llaman Nore, muy fértiles y abun-
dantes. En uno dellos está agora asentada la ciudad de Antiochia. 
Antiguamente había gran poblado en estos valles, según nos lo dan 
a entender sus edificios y sepulturas, que tienen muchas y muy de 
ver, por ser tan grandes que parescen pequeños cerros; Cieza de 
Léon [1553] 1922: 39.

10  Cuando en este valle entramos con el licenciado Juan de Vadillo 
estaba poblado de muchas casas muy grandes de madera, la co-
bertura de una paja larga; todos los campos, llenos de toda manera 
de comida de la que ellos usan. De lo superior de las sierras nascen 
muchos ríos y muy hermosos; sus riberas estaban llenas de frutas 
de muchas maneras y de unas palmas delgadas muy largas, espi-
nosas; Cieza de Léon [1553] 1922: 35–36.

11  Sardella 1993, referenced by Álvarez 2014: 4.

In his Noticia about the first encounter between Span-
ish and Amerindians, Fray Pedro Simon (1574–1628) tells 
of an expedition led in 1537 by Captain Francisco César 
in search of the Utibara chief: “from a summit where 
they had climbed, they spotted in the distance very 
large landscapes and extended populations with crops 
and fruit trees, and so many people seething everywhere 
that they were more confused than before, warning 
countless people that they discovered”.12 This descrip-
tion reinforces the idea advanced by such geogra-phers 
as William Denevan13, that this territory could have been 
an Amerindian urban sprawl before 1492, with chief-
doms or small empires exploiting specific resources and 
maintaining exchanges and sometimes going to war with 
each other.

2. The first maps

In addition to the chronicles, we can see certain traces of 
Amerindian constructions in the maps of the conquerors, 
such as roads and terraplenes, or embankments. In fact, 
in these maps, we can see both the landscape as well as 
the walkscape. The first landscape representations were 
drawn during colonial times in the form of maps14 imbed-
ded in scientific studies, such as the Botanical Expedi-
tion of the New Kingdom of Granada, initiated in 1783 
by Franciscan Father José Celstino Mutis, the trips by 
Alexander von Humboldt and Aimé Bonpland in 1800, 
through what was then the Republic of Nueva Granada, 
and the Cartographic Commission led by the military ge-
ographer Agustin Codazzi between 1850 and 1869. These 
expeditions, following the romantic current of the times, 
were characterised by establishing both an objective and 
an aesthetic relationship with the environment. A fine 
example of this mix can be seen in the maps of Francisco 
Jose de Caldas (Fig. 2). 

12  Simon 1892: 84.
13  Denevan 1992.
14  Maderuelo 2008.

Fig. 1. Kogui road (photo by N. Montoya, 
2015) 



335Preventive conservation of the human environment 6 • architecture as an element of the landscape

Juan alejandro saldarriaga sierra Pre-hispanic walkscapes in medellín, colombia 

The first landscape image of what is now Medellín, 
made in 1698, is attributed to Captain Felipe of Herrera. 
It had been used to deal with conflicts concerning the 
gold mines in Santa Fe de Antioquia and its surroundings 
and for litigation of indigenous land rights in Sopetrán.15 
In this region, the pre-Hispanic mines were exploited, 
and the indigenous population was relocated to defined 
sites by local authorities, obliging them to work in the 
form of encomienda, in road and bridge maintenance, 
as on water wells. The map appears to have been done 
by someone trained in cartography; it uses the method 
common in the eighteenth century in Spain, where a map 
represents both the plan and the landscape of a certain 
territory. Here, one can see El Alto del Boquerón in the 
middle upper part, a representative cleft of the moun-
tains surrounding the city of Medellín, which is painted 
here for the first time in the form of a landscape (Fig. 3).

15  AHA: Tierras, Tomo 149, documento 4032, Folios 334–371. Año 
1688: Real Provisión para que se guarden, cumplan y ejecuten los 
autos de vista y revista pronunciados por esta real audiencia inclu-
sos en la causa que ha seguido el Capitán Felipe de Herrera vecino 
de la ciudad de Antioquia con los indios del pueblo de Sopetran.

One sees also in this map two possible paths from 
San Geronimo to Medellín. Both towns where founded in 
1616, although the latter was finally built in 1675. Santa 
Fe de Antioquia, the capital of the province, was founded 
and built in 1541 near the place where these two paths 
begin. The first route climbs the hill, following the gorge 
of “Aguamala”, while the other one, named “Camino 
Real”, goes up the mountain of San Sebastián de Palmi-
tas, following a long diagonal for the softest climb up to 
the top of Boquerón Gorge. This map dates to 1698, and 
the municipality of San Pedro de los Milagros, towards 
which the first path is directed, was only founded in 1757 
and erected in 1813, proving that the roads were made 
there long before the foundation of the Spanish settle-
ments. Today we can still see some stretches of these 
roads, but almost all have been redeveloped and recy-
cled by continuing urbanisation (Fig. 4).

This map also shows a round hill called Vieja Estan-
cia and that is marked as the main point with the letter 
A. Knowing the history of gold mining connected to the 
map’s owner, and the name Vieja Estancia, which means 
the “old site”, we can suggest that this denotes a pre-

Fig. 3. Felipe de Herrera, 1698, Mapa man-
uscrito indicando terrenos de San Jerónimo 
(Antioquia) y ríos y quebradas. Nota en la 
parte inferior donde aparentemente indica un 
camino o recorrido (Archivo Restrepo, Banco 
de la República)

Fig. 2. Francisco José de Caldas, ca 1802, Perfil de los Andes de Loja a Quito (Serie 2, Laminas unidas, SGE, Cartografía Ibero-
americana, signatura: X.SG-a-11)
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Hispanic site. Today it is private land that lies just behind 
the village of San Jerónimo. The historian Victor Álvarez 
provides clarity on the path called “Real”, showing that 
before 1696 this steepest and, therefore, most dange-
rous road was used to travel to Medellín. For this reason, 
a commission was sent, consisting of “Gregorio Osorio 
and Juan Marín to seek an alternative route up the hill 
of Angulo, where ‘in the past’ there was a camino real 
which they favored because they considered it a shorter 
connection between the mines and Medellín”16, and be-
cause it was less dangerous for horses and mules. We 
know that this is this path shown both on the map and 
in the files drawn and written by Álvares, because of the 
geographical references, the Boquerón hill, and a creek 
called La Sucia, had to be crossed.

Although an extensive discussion has been woven 
around the date of these roads, and some authors argue 
that many were built during colonial times, it is known 

16  Álvarez 2014: 41. 

that the colony did not fund road building, and rather, 
that it was a duty of the stakeholders to build or restore 
them in order to facilitate equestrian transit.17

3. Pathways in the nineteenth century 

The roads we have seen connected the capital of the 
province of Antioquia with the port of Juntas on the 
Magdalena River and also with the capital Santa Fé 
de Bogotá. By the end of the eighteenth century, one 
can see three ways to access the province of Antioquia 
from the Magdalena River, through Nare, Marinilla, and 
Mariquita. In 1800, during the last days of the colony, 
which lasted until 1810, there is a painting depicting 
the difficult task of accessing this territory. Its caption 
reads: “Mode to access the province of Antioquia from 
its port, which is named las Juntas, in which begins the 

17  Cf. Botero 2006, 2007. 

Fig. 4. Camino Real en San Sebastían de 
Palmitas, 2016, Medellín  
(photo by J.A. Saldarriaga Sierra)

Fig. 5. Unknown artist, 1800, Modo de 
entrar a la provincia de Antioquia (Archivo 
General de Indias, MP-ESTAMPAS, 257BIS)
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path through high and rough mountains to lead them to 
the place named the Seja, and from there to this capital. 
One can ride beasts on this path and one takes ten, up to 
twelve days or more in winter times to cross; there are 
seventy leagues, more than less, from that port to the 
Capital”18 (Fig. 5).

In this painting, two different types of landscape 
are shown: the one that is experienced by a couple of 
travelers, always looking at the horizon, and the one 
that is experienced by the silleros that transport them, 
with their eyes always fixed on the earth. The woman 
seems to be of “Creole” origin, and the man seems to 
have a noble rank, judging by their clothes. The most 
important fe-ature of the painting is that the travelers, 
who are being carried, have shoes, while the silleros 
are bare foot. The travelers embody the landscape that 
is contemplated with the eyes; the silleros embody the 
walkscape, a landscape that is felt with the feet. One 
is the western landscape based on contemplation; the 
other is the Amerindian landscape, based on communi-
cation between humans and the earth. In the painting, 
nevertheless, we can only see the contemplative colo-
nial landscape, while the walkscape is abstracted by a 
dotted line. The legend of the picture, tells us that there 
are two different sections of the road, one on which 
travelers should be carried, because of the “harshness” 

18  Modo de acceder a la provincia de Antioquia desde su Puerto, que 
nombran las Juntas en el que comienza el camino por montañas 
altas y ásperas hasta salir de ellas al parage nombrado la Seja, y 
desde allí a esta Capital se puede andar en bestia y en todo él se 
cuentan setenta leguas, antes más que menos, y se hechan desde 
dicho puerto hasta esa Capital dies, hasta doce días y más en los 
tiempos Ivierno; Archivo General de Indias, MP-ESTAMPAS, 257BIS.

of the land, and the other where they can continue 
walking. There are many paths like this in Colombia, 
where people need to be carried through the moun-
tains; the image of the silleros also became a motif in 
the “picturesque” painting that was developed during 
the nineteenth century19. Even today, in the limits be-
tween Antioquia and Chocó, in the Serranía del Baudó, 
we can still find some silleros that keep this tradition 
and these paths alive. 

A map of the north area of Medellin, made in 1807, 
can give us other clues of interventions of pre-Hispanic 
origin in the landscape (Fig. 6). One is called terraplén 
(C), which means landfill, and appears at the bottom of 
the image, located on the river bank; for this reason, it 
suggests a social and urban character. The Spanish set-
tlement was founded just above it. Another outstanding 
feature in this picture is what is called seja (M), which 
in this case is a circular patch of cleared land, which is 
crossed by a road. As the legend says, this is the road to 
Guaca. According to the Fray Pedro Simón, Guaca was 
“the valley of the devil” and an important Indian chief-
dom in the province of Antioquia.20 

On the roads of Colombia, travelers of the nineteenth 
century also provided important observations. In 1829, 
the French August Le Moyne describes the Nare road as 
follows:

“When I stopped at Nare, in early 1829, the roads be-
tween this city and Medellín were, still impassable for 
horses and mules from the Bodega de San Cristobal; only 
a bold and robust pedestrian could venture on them. 

19  See Saffray and Edouard (eds) 1880 [1971]. 
20  Simon 1892: 99.

Fig. 6. Unknown artist, 1807, Partido de La Estrella, jurisdicción de Medellín (Archivo General de la Nación de Colombia,  
MAPOTECA SMP.4, REF.254ª) 
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Fig. 7. Alphonse de Neuville (1835–1885), 
Tambo (Geografía pintoresca de Colombia. 
Bogotá: Editorial Arco, 1971)

As few travelers have the health and physical strength 
needed to endure the effort required to climb rock stairs 
for several days, and walk on clayey and muddy terrains, 
and fording streams of cold and impetuous waters, they 
are carried by Indians in a chair strapped to their back 
[...]. Only since a few years have the primitive paths have 
been widened so as to allow the passage of mules more 
or less with ease. Moreover, there is no other means of 
transportation other than being piggybacked in other 
mountainous regions where roads have not been im-
proved; and this is the way of traveling from Bogotá to 
Popayán through Quindio”.21 

Le Moyne also records the Colombian tambos; ac-
cording to this description: “two or three days are 
needed to scale the steep mountains and narrow roads 
through completely deserted regions without more shel-
ters for the night other than some sheds without walls in 
the country that are called tambos”.22 In an engraving by 
Alphonse de Neuville (1835–1885), a French painter who 
illustrated the stories of his compatriot Dr. Charles Saf-
fray, we can see this kind of tambo (Fig. 7). As Le Moyne 
says, it is only a “shed”, that is impressive for its double 
height. Apparently, its sole fixed function is for sleeping 
at a high level, as there is not even a space dedicated 
to food preparation, and one should bring water from a 
nearby stream. In the travel accounts of Dr. Charles Saf-
fray, he talks about opening and not building roads: “The 
road from Cartagena to Turbaco is only open through the 
forest; it is a winding, muddy trail, cut by ravines and 
ponds full of water, clogged by roots and trunks of trees, 
dominated by stems of bamboos and cactuses”.23

21  Le Moyne 1828 [1945]: 92. 
22  Le Moyne 1828 [1945]: 91.
23  Saffray and Edouard (eds) 1880 [1984]: 17.

4. The paths and the modern city

Almost without exception the mobility through the coun-
try was based on ancient pre-Hispanic roads that were 
modified in some cases to soot horses and mules. In the 
Atlas Veredal de Medellín, it is written that the camino real 
mentioned above, when entering the legal district of San 
Cristóbal in Medellín, is replaced by the modern road.24 
This palimpsest, or re-writing of the soil, occurs clearly al-
most everywhere in the area, where the archaeological 
records show an occupation of almost ten thousand years 
in the Aburrá Valley before the arrival of the Spanish. The 
settlement in this area gradually spread from the Carib-
bean Coast in the North, towards the South, along the 
Magdalena, Cauca and Porce rivers.25 Roads were, for this 
reason, also linked to the hydrography of the rain Forest. 

The colonial city stands on the right bank of the Santa 
Elena creek, which flows into the main river of the Abur-
rá Valley, which was once called Nichí in the north and 
later Medellín in the south. In a map of the eighteenth 
century (Fig. 8), we can see that the path that traverses 
the city is protected and enclosed by stone walls. In this 
representation the road has the same size as the city, 
which looks almost like a tambo, or a halting place. The 
map shows the work being done for the construction of 
a bridge. Another contemporary map (Fig. 9), shows the 
city being traversed by two main roads, one that comes 
from the West and one from the South. The main street 
runs parallel to the Santa Elena creek.

In photographs of the nineteenth century we can see 
that in the central part of the city, the Santa Elena creek 
was canalised, and on the river banks there was a series 

24  La vía principal (fue construida) sobre el antiguo camino que comu-
nicaba a Medellín con Santa Fé de Antioquia; Alcaldía de Medellín 
2010: 70.

25  Cf. Castillo 1995; Castillo and Aceituno 2006.



339Preventive conservation of the human environment 6 • architecture as an element of the landscape

Juan alejandro saldarriaga sierra Pre-hispanic walkscapes in medellín, colombia 

Fig. 8. Unknown artist, 1778, Construcción 
de puente en el río Nechí, Villa de Nuestra 
Señora de la Candelaria (Archivo Histórico de 
Antioquia, AHA 7095/63/3252/4/62-73) 

Fig. 9. Unknown artist, 1791, Map of Nuestra Señora de la Candelaria de Medellín (Archivo General de la Nación de Colombia, 
MAPOTECA: SMP.4, REF.256ª)

Fig. 10. Meliton Rodriguéz, ca 1889, Casa 
de José María Amador (Archivo Fotográfico 
Biblioteca Pública Piloto de Medellín) 
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of stone basins, which were placed irregularly along the 
creek and in other parts of the city, like in the central 
plaza, called Parque Berrío (Figs 10–11). One of the big-
gest urban errors made in this city is to have culverted 
this creek in the 1940’s, deleting a fundamental element 
of the city’s heritage. Further to the south of the Medellín 
area, archaeologist Pablo Aristizábal found a segment of a 
canalised stream, with radiocarbon extracted from an as-
sociated burial site, dating 670 +-30 AD (1280 +-30 BP).26

5. The Encizo path (conclusion)

The road that traversed the city in an east-west direc-
tion was perhaps linked to the canalised stream of Santa 
Elena. Two chroniclers make a description of this road. 
Pedro Cieza de León, after his story of the massive in-
digenous suicide that occurred before they entered the 
valley says: “Forward one saw a very large ancient road, 

26  Aristizábal 2010: 70.

and others from where they contract with the nations 
that are at the east, which are many and great, and of 
whom we know more by their fame than having seen 
them.”27 For his part, Juan Bautista Sardella, who also 
accompanied Jorge Robledo on his expeditions, says that 
there are “very great old buildings destroyed and roads 
of sliced stone handmade wider than those in Cuzco and 
other bohíos as a means of storage”.28 This road is cer-

27  Cuando entramos en este valle de Aburra fue tanto el aborrecimien-
to que nos tomaron los naturales dél, que ellos y sus mujeres se 
ahorcaban de sus cabellos o de los maures, de los árboles, y aullan-
do con gemidos lastimeros dejaban allí los cuerpos y abajaban las 
ánimas a los infiernos. Hay en este valle de Aburra muchas llana-
das; la tierra es muy fértil, y algunos ríos pasan por ella. Adelante 
se vió un camino antiguo muy grande, y otros por donde contratan 
con las naciones que está al oriente, que son muchas y grandes; las 
cuales sabemos que las hay más por fama que por haberlo visto; 
Cieza de León 1553: 57.

28  muy grandes edificios antiguos destruidos e los caminos de peña 
tajada hechos a mano más anchos que los del Cuzco e otros bohíos 
como a manera de depósitos; Sardella 1993, referenced by Alvarez 
2014.

Fig. 11. Meliton Rodriguéz, 1912, Parque 
Berrio, Medellín (Archivo Fotográfico Biblio-
teca Pública Piloto de Medellín) 

Fig. 12. Camino de Cieza, Medellín (photo 
by J.A. Saldarriaga Sierra, 2009)
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Fig. 13. Aerial photo-
graph from 1945 of the 
Cieza Path (Instituto Agus-
tin Codazzi, vuelo c 395)

Fig. 14. Aerial photo-
graph from 1971 of the 
Cieza Path (Instituto Agus-
tin Codazzi, vuelo c 1357)
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Fig. 15. Aerial photo-
graph from 1983 of the 
Cieza Path (Instituto Agus-
tin Codazzi, vuelo c 2083)

Fig. 16. Aerial photograph from 2000 of the Cieza Path (Google Earth, modified by J.A. Saldarriaga Sierra)
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tainly one of the best examples of pre-Hispanic roads in 
the region (Fig. 12). Its evolution can be seen through 
aerial photography, starting in 1945, demonstrating 
clearly the hypothesis proposed above, that Medellín 
was structured on the basis of a preexisting network of 
Amerindian roads (Figs 13–16).29 

We can conclude by reviewing the significance of the 
term huaca, or sacred place in Quechua. A current histo-
ry holds that when arriving in Perú and moving towards 

29  One of the more complete sources about pre-Hispanic roads in this 
area is Botero 1994, 2006, 2007.

the north, Spanish colonists adopted this word also for 
burial grounds and sacred indigenous sites. Afterwards 
huaca, also came to be synonymous of treasure, lead-
ing finally to the word guaquero and guaquería. This 
“worthy” profession practised throughout the twentieth 
century in this area of Colombia, is responsible for loot-
ing the pre-Hispanic graves, and selling what was found 
for pure gold in some cases. Seeing this vast recycling of 
the pre-Hispanic past, we could end by saying that the 
acknowledgement of this roads, and the reconstruction 
of their ancient footprint in the landscape, could serve to 
reconstruct also a real peace in the country. 

Alcaldía de Medellín
2010.  Atlas veredal de Medellín. Medellín: Universidad Na-

cional de Colombia. 
Álvarez Morales, V.
2014.  Los caminos de Antioquia en la época colonial, [in:] De 

caminos y autopistas. Historia de la infraestructura 
vial en Antioquia, 21–52. Medellín: Universidad EAFIT 
and Gobernación de Antioquia. 

Aristizábal, P.
2012.  Nuevos descubrimientos arqueológicos en la ciudad de 

Medellín. Medellín: Secretaría de Estructura Física de 
Medellín. 

Berque, A.
1995.  Les Raisons du paysage, de la Chine antique aux envi-

ronnements de synthèse. Paris: Hazan.
Botero Páez, S.
1994.  Caminos ásperos y fragosos para los caballos: apuntes 

para la historia de los caminos en Antioquia. Medellín, 
Universidad de Antioquia.

2006.  Elementos para leer un palimpsesto: indígenas, cami-
nos, piedras, mulas y caballos en Colombia. Boletín 
de Antropología Universidad de Antioquia 20 (37): 
265–287.

2007.  Redescubriendo los caminos antiguos desde Colombia. 
Bulletin de l’Institut français d’études andines 36 (3): 
343–352. 

Cardale de Schrimpff, M.
2000.  Caminos precolombinos de las cordilleras de Colombia. 

Balance y propuestas para el futuro, [in:] L. Herrera and 
M. Cardale de Schrimpff (eds), Caminos precolombi-
nos. Las vías, los ingenieros y los viajeros, 269–292. 
Bogotá: Instituto colombiano de antropología.

Careri, F.
2002.  Walkscapes. El andar como práctica estética. Barce-

lona: Gustavo Gili. 
Castillo Espitia, N.
1995.  Reconocimiento arqueológico del Valle de Aburrá. Bo-

letín de Antropología, Universidad de Antioquia 9 (25): 
49–90.

Castillo Espitia, N. and F. Aceituno
2006.  El bosque domesticado, el bosque cultivado: Un pro-

ceso milenario en el Valle medio del río Porce en el 
Noroccidente Colombiano. Latin American Antiquity 
17 (4): 561–578.

Cieza de León, P.
1553 [1922].  La Crónica del Perú. Madrid: Calpe. 
Corboz, A.
1983.  Le territoire comme palimpsest. Diogène 121: 14–35. 
Denevan, W.
1992.  The pristine myth: the landscape of the Americas in 

1492. Annals of the Association of American Geogra-
phers 82 (3): 369–385.

Heckenberger, M.J., J.C. Russell, C. Fausto, J.R. Toney, 
M.J. Schmidt, E. Pereira, B. Franchetto and A. Kuikuro 
2008.  Pre-Columbian urbanism, anthropogenic landscapes, 

and the future of the Amazon. Science 321: 1214–1217. 
Hoopes, J.W.
2005.  The emergence of social complexity in the Chibchan 

world of Southern Central America and Northern Co-
lombia, AD 300–600. Journal of Archaeological Re-
search 13 (1): 1–45.

Hyslop, J.
1984.  The Inka road system. San Francisco and New York: 

Academic Press. 
Jenkins, D.
2001.  Network analysis of Inka roads, administrative centers, 

and storage facilities. Ethnohistory 48 (4): 655–687. 
Le Moyne, A.
1828 [19 45]. Viajes y estancias en América del Sur, La Nueva 

Granada, Santiago de Cuba, Jamaica y el Istmo de 
Panamá. Bogotá: Editorial Centro Instituto Gráfico. 

Maderuelo, J.
2007.  El Paisaje. Génesis de un Concepto. Madrid: Abada. 
2008.  Maneras de ver el mundo: de la cartografía al paisaje, 

[in:] J. Maderuelo (ed.), Paisaje y Territorio, 57–82. Ma-
drid: Abada. 

References:



344 ArchAeologicA Hereditas • 10

Juan Alejandro Saldarriaga Sierra

Oyuela-Caycedo, A.
2008.  Late Pre-Hispanic chiefdoms of Northern Colombia and 

the formation of anthropogenic landscapes, [in:] H. Sil-
vermann and W. Isbell, (eds), The handbook of South 
American Archaeology, 405–428. New York: Springer. 

Saffray, C. and A. Edouard (eds)
1880 [1 971]. Geografía pintoresca de Colombia. Fabulous 

Colombia’s geaography. Bogotá: Litografía Arco. 

Sardella, J.B.
1541 [19 93]. Relación del descubrimiento de las provincias 

de Antioquia por Jorge Robledo, [in:] H. Tovar Pinzón 
(ed.) Relaciones y visitas a los Andes, siglo xvi, vol. 1. 
Bogotá: Colcultura / Instituto de Cultura Hispánica. 

Simon, F.P.
1892.  Noticias historiales de las conquistas de Tierra Firme 

en las Indias Occidentales. Tomo IV. Tercera Parte. Bogotá: Casa 
editorial de Medardo Rivas. 



Notes on authors

ArchAeologicA
Hereditas 10
403–404

Barsha Amarendra – BA, architect; Visvesvaraya National 
Institute of Technology, Nagpur, India.

Cynthia Ammerman – historian and preservation strate-
gist; director of the Polis: Cultural Planning, LLC in Kansas 
City, Missouri, and of the Cass County Historical Society 
in Harrisonville, Missouri, USA.

Lazare Eloundou Assomo – Deputy Director of UNESCO’s 
World Heritage Center, Paris, France.

Marek Barański – Dr eng., architect, conservator of histo-
ric monuments; Kielce University of Technology, Faculty 
of Building Engineering and Architecture, Kielce, Poland.

Ewa M. Charowska – Dr eng., architect, historian and 
historic preservationist; independent scholar working in 
Toronto, Canada.

Paolo Del Bianco – President of the Romualdo Del Bian-
co Foundation, Florence, Italy.

Stefano De Caro – Dr, archaeologist; Director-General 
of ICCROM, former Director-General of Antiquities with 
the Italian Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities, 
Rome, Italy.

Urszula Forczek-Brataniec – Dr; lecturer at Cracow Uni-
versity of Technology, Cracow, Poland. Secretary General 
of the European Region of the International Federation 
of Landscape Architects.

Joanna Gruszczyńska – MSc. Eng. Arch., architect; doc-
toral student at the Warsaw University of Technology, 
Faculty of Architecture, Warsaw, Poland.

Eva Gutscoven – MSc; architect and conservator working 
in Belgium.

Tetiana Kazantseva – Dr, Associate Professor; Depart-
ment of Design and Architecture Basics, Institute of 
Architecture, Lviv Polytechnic National University, Lviv, 
Ukraine.

Weronika Kobylińska-Bunsch – MA, art historian; doc-
toral student at the Institute of Art History, University of 
Warsaw, Warsaw, Poland.

Zbigniew Kobyliński – Professor Dr habil., archaeologist 
and manager of cultural heritage; director of the Institu-
te of Archaeology of the Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński Uni-
versity in Warsaw, Poland.

Diederik de Koning – MA, architect and environmental 
and infractructural planner; PhD candidate at the Delft 
University of Technology, Faculty of Architecture and the 
Built Environment, Borders and Territories Research Gro-
up, Delft, the Netherlands.

Heiner Krellig – Dr, art historian, independent scholar, 
working in Berlin, Germany and Venice, Italy. 

Amarendra Kumar Das – Professor; Department of De-
sign, Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati, India. 

Karen Lens – MA, architect; doctoral student at Hasselt 
University, Belgium.

Mingqian Liu – MA, historian of art and architecture; 
PhD student at the Department of Architecture, Texas 
A&M University, USA.

Estefanía López Salas – Dr, architect and restorator; 
Professor at the School of Architecture, University of 
A Coruña, Spain.

Cristiano Luchetti – Assistant Professor; American Uni-
versity of Sharjah, United Arab Emirates.

Ana Luengo – MA, MSc, PhD, landscape architect; former 
President of the European Region of the International 
Federation of Landscape Architects –IFLA EUROPE.

Nataliya Lushnikova – Dr Eng., Associate Professor; Na-
tional University of Water and Environmental Engineering, 
Institute of Civil Engineering and Architecture, Department 
of Architecture and Environmental Design, Rivne, Ukraine. 



404

Notes on authors

ArchAeologicA Hereditas • 10

Fernando Magalhães – PhD, anthropologist; Interdisci-
plinary Venter of Social Sciences (CICS.NOVA), Polytech-
nic Institute of Leiria’s School of Education and Social 
Sciences, Leiria, Portugal.

Romano Martini – PhD, theoretician of law and politics; 
Adjunct Professor at Niccolo Cusano University, Rome, 
Italy.

Christine McCarthy – PhD, architect and art historian; 
senior lecturer at the Victoria University, Wellington, 
New Zealand.

Louis Daniel Nebelsick – Dr habil., archaeologist; Profes-
sor at the Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński University in War-
saw, Poland.

Ewa Paszkiewicz – MA; main scenographer at The Royal 
Łazienki Museum in Warsaw.

Ana Pereira Roders – Dr, architect and urban planner; 
Associate Professor in Heritage and Sustainability at the 
Eindhoven University of Technology, the Netherlands. 

Kamil Rabiega – MA, archaeologist; PhD student in the 
Institute of Archaeology, Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński Uni-
versity in Warsaw, Poland.

Almir Francisco Reis – Dr, urban planner; Professor at 
the Federal University of Santa Catarina in Florianópolis, 
Brazil.

Petro Rychkov – Dr, architect; Professor at the Lublin 
University of Technology, Faculty of Civil Engineering 
and Architecture, Department of Conservation of Built 
Heritage, Lublin, Poland.

Juan Alejandro Saldarriaga Sierra – Dr, cultural geogra-
pher; teacher at the Faculty of Architecture of the Natio-
nal University of Colombia in Medellin, Colombia. 

Carinna Soares de Sousa – BA, architect and urban de-
signer; MA student in urban planning at the Federal Uni-
versity of Santa Catarina in Florianópolis, Brazil. 

Aleksandra Stępniewska – MA student of architecture 
at the University of Social Sciences in Warsaw, Poland. 

Bishnu Tamuli – Doctoral student at the Department of 
Design, Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati, India.

Işılay Tiarnagh Sheridan – BA, MSc, architect; research 
assistant at the İzmir Institute of Technology in Faculty of 
Architecture, Izmir, Turkey.

Andrzej Tomaszewski (1934-2010) – Professor dr habil., 
historian of art and culture, architect, urban planner, in-
vestigator of Medieval architecture and art; director of 
ICCROM (1988-1992), General Conservator of Poland 
(1995-1999).

Koen Van Balen – Professor at the Catholic University of 
Leuven and director of the Raymond Lemaire Internatio-
nal Centre for Conservation, Belgium. 

Nikolaas Vande Keere – MA, civil engineer architect; 
Professor in charge of the design studio of the Interna-
tional Master of Interior Architecture on Adaptive Reuse 
at the Hasselt University, Belgium. 

Ingrida Veliutė – Dr; lecturer at the Vytautas Magnus 
University Faculty of Arts and member of ICOMOS Lithu-
ania.

Tony Williams – former President of the Irish Landscape 
Institute and President of The European Region of the 
International Federation of Landscape Architects.

Anna Wiśnicka – Dr, design historian; teacher at the In-
stitute of Art History of the Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński 
University in Warsaw, Poland. 

Dominik Ziarkowski – Dr, art historian; Cracow Universi-
ty of Economics. Chair of Tourism, Cracow, Poland.


